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1. LANGUAGE POLICY PHILOSOPHY 

At the Islamic College of Melbourne (ICOM), we honour language as central to identity, culture, faith 
and learning. Rooted in our Islamic values of amanah (trust), adalah (justice) and respect for the dignity 
of every learner, we foster a multilingual learning environment in which students engage with English 
as the language of instruction while developing Arabic as a language of spiritual and cultural 
significance, and maintaining pride in their home/personal languages. 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) mission to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people through intercultural understanding aligns closely with ICOM's own commitment to forming 
principled, globally-minded graduates. In the IB Diploma Programme (DP), language is both a medium 
of learning and an object of study, and this policy sets out how ICOM upholds that commitment across 
Years 11 and 12. 

"The IB is committed to supporting multilingualism as fundamental to increasing 
intercultural understanding and international-mindedness, and is equally committed 
to extending access to an IB education for students from a variety of cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds." — IB Language Policy 

This policy is derived from the ICOM language philosophy and is a statement of action. It describes 
how ICOM recognises multilingualism as a fact, a right and a resource for learning (IB Culture 4.2), and 
how the school identifies physical and virtual resources that facilitate language development (Culture 
4.3) while clarifying the rights and responsibilities of all members of the school community (Culture 
4.4). 

2. SCOPE AND PURPOSE 

This Language Policy applies exclusively to the IB Diploma Programme at ICOM (Years 11 and 12). 
Language provision for Years 7–10 (Mainstream, SAP and DEEP pathways) and for VCE and VCE VM is 
governed by the relevant pathway handbooks and the ICOM whole-school Teaching and Learning 
Policy. 

The policy is intended to: 

• articulate a shared understanding of language teaching and learning for all DP stakeholders; 

• ensure consistency of practice across DP Group 1 and Group 2 subjects and across all DP 
teachers; 

• meet the requirements of the IB Programme standards and practices, with particular 
reference to the Culture 4 requirements for Language policy; 

• guide decision-making about course offerings, access arrangements, resourcing and staff 
development. 

3. THE IB LEARNER PROFILE 
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The IB Learner Profile describes ten attributes IB World Schools seek to develop. Language underpins 
each of these attributes; in particular, the Communicators attribute directly articulates our 
commitment that students express ideas "confidently and creatively in more than one language." 

Inquirers We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. 

Knowledgeable We develop and use conceptual understanding across a range of disciplines. 

Thinkers We use critical and creative thinking to analyse and take responsible action. 

Communicators We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language. 

Principled We act with integrity, honesty, fairness and respect for the dignity of all. 

Open-minded We appreciate our own cultures and histories, and the values of others. 

Caring We show empathy, compassion and respect, and act to make a positive 
difference. 

Risk-takers We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination. 

Balanced We balance intellectual, physical and emotional aspects of life. 

Reflective We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. 

4. SCHOOL LANGUAGE PROFILE AND SOCIOCULTURAL CONTEXT 

ICOM serves a predominantly Muslim student population in Melbourne's western growth corridor. 
The school language profile is characterised by: 

• English as the language of instruction, assessment and broader Australian civic life; 

• Arabic as a language of faith, liturgy (including Qur'anic recitation and the five daily prayers) 
and cultural heritage for the great majority of students, regardless of whether Arabic is 
spoken at home; 

• a wide range of home/personal languages spoken by our families, including but not limited 
to Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Somali, Dari, Pashto, Bahasa Indonesia, Bosnian and Bengali; 

• Australian English as the language of the wider host community, in a culturally and 
linguistically diverse Victorian context. 

This profile is updated each year through the admissions process, student surveys and pastoral data, 
and informs decisions about Group 2 offerings, self-taught options, EAL/D support and library 
acquisitions. 

Recognising multilingualism (Culture 4.2) 
Multilingualism is a fact: almost all ICOM DP students bring more than one language to their 
learning. 
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Multilingualism is a right: students and families are entitled to have their home/personal languages 
acknowledged and supported. 
Multilingualism is a resource: prior linguistic knowledge accelerates acquisition of additional 
languages and deepens conceptual understanding across the DP. 

5. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Good language practice at ICOM is a shared endeavour. The table below describes the rights and 
responsibilities of each group within the DP community and what constitutes good practice in the 
ICOM context. 

Stakeholder Rights and responsibilities 

Students • Right to learn in an inclusive, respectful multilingual environment. 
• Right to have their home/personal language(s) acknowledged and 
valued. 
• Responsibility to use English and their language of study with care 
and academic integrity. 
• Responsibility to respect the linguistic diversity of peers. 

Teachers • Responsibility to view themselves as teachers of language in their 
discipline. 
• Responsibility to scaffold academic language, subject-specific 
terminology, and literacy skills. 
• Responsibility to differentiate for EAL/D learners and those 
learning in a language other than their home/personal language. 
• Right to receive professional development in language pedagogy 
and literacy. 

DP Coordinator & DoTL • Responsibility to oversee implementation, monitoring and biennial 
review of this policy. 
• Responsibility to align course offerings (Group 1 & Group 2) with 
student language profiles. 
• Responsibility to ensure compliance with VCAA, VRQA and IB 
requirements. 

Parents/Carers • Right to be consulted about their child's language profile and 
pathway. 
• Responsibility to support maintenance of the home/personal 
language(s) at home. 
• Partnership in celebrating linguistic and cultural heritage through 
ICOM community events. 



ICOM  |  IB Diploma Programme Language Policy 2026 

Islamic College of Melbourne  |  Tarneit, Victoria  |  Page 5 of 12 

Stakeholder Rights and responsibilities 

Library & Learning Support • Responsibility to curate physical and virtual multilingual resources. 
• Responsibility to provide inclusive access arrangements for 
students with additional needs. 

6. ALL TEACHERS ARE LANGUAGE TEACHERS 

ICOM affirms that, since language is central to learning, all DP teachers are, in practice, language 
teachers with responsibilities in facilitating communication. Every teacher plans for and scaffolds the 
academic and subject-specific language their students need in order to access, discuss and 
demonstrate understanding of their discipline. 

In practice, this means DP teachers: 

• explicitly teach subject-specific vocabulary, command terms and text types; 

• model and scaffold academic writing conventions (e.g., Internal Assessment reports, 
Extended Essay, TOK essay and exhibition commentary); 

• support oral language through structured discussion, presentations and the TOK exhibition; 

• differentiate instruction for EAL/D learners and those learning in a language other than their 
home/personal language; 

• collaborate with the Head of English, Head of Arabic and DP Coordinator on shared literacy 
expectations. 

This is further supported through Approaches to Teaching and Learning (ATL), particularly the 
communication, thinking and research skills strands. 

7. LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION 

English is the language of instruction for the IB Diploma Programme at ICOM. All DP subjects other 
than Arabic B and Arabic ab initio are taught, assessed and reported in English. 

English is taught as Group 1: English A – Language and Literature at Standard Level (SL) and Higher 
Level (HL). The course is led by qualified DP English teachers under the direction of the Head of English, 
and prepares students to engage critically with a range of literary and non-literary texts in the Victorian 
and global context. 

The majority of ICOM students are competent in English for daily interactions and academic purposes; 
however, the College recognises that for some students English is an additional language. In these 
cases, the DP Coordinator, Head of English and Learning Support team consult sensitively with 
students and families to determine appropriate course placement (including, where relevant, the level 
of English A) and to put in place appropriate access arrangements in line with the IB's Access and 
inclusion policy. 
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8. ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE LEARNING (GROUP 2) 

In line with IB requirements, every DP student at ICOM studies at least one language in addition to 
their language of instruction. The Group 2 offering reflects the school's sociocultural context — Arabic 
being both a language of faith for our community and a language of choice for non-heritage learners. 

8.1 Current Group 2 offerings 

Group Course Level Notes 

Group 1 English A: Language and 
Literature 

SL / HL Language of instruction; offered to 
all DP students. 

Group 2 Arabic B SL / HL For students with prior Arabic 
learning; reflects ICOM's cultural 
and spiritual heritage. 

Group 2 Arabic ab initio SL only For students with little to no prior 
Arabic; first Year 2 cohort in 2027. 

Group 1 
(self-taught) 

School-Supported Self-Taught 
Literature 

SL only Available on request for students 
whose home language has IB 
support and where 
staffing/resourcing permits. 

8.2 Placement in Group 2 courses 
Placement in Arabic B or Arabic ab initio is determined toward the end of Year 10 through: 

• teacher recommendation based on Years 7–10 Arabic assessments, moderated portfolios 
and anecdotal records; 

• a placement task for students new to ICOM, administered as part of the DP enrolment 
process; 

• consultation between the student, family, Head of Arabic and DP Coordinator. 

8.3 Note on French ab initio 
French ab initio was taught at ICOM from 2021 to 2026 (up to and including Year 2 students graduating 
in 2026). Due to limitations in specialist staffing, the College is unable to continue offering French ab 
initio from 2027. Families will be notified of any changes to Group 2 availability during the DP 
enrolment process. 

9. SUPPORTING HOME/PERSONAL LANGUAGES 

ICOM recognises that the development and maintenance of students' home/personal language(s) is 
fundamental to cognitive development, cultural identity and family connection. While classroom 
instruction at the DP level is in English (and Arabic for Group 2), the College actively supports 
home/personal language maintenance through: 
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• explicit affirmation of home/personal languages in classrooms and in College 
communications; 

• access to school-supported self-taught literature (SSST) in Group 1, where student numbers, 
IB availability and resourcing permit, for students whose home language is not English; 

• library acquisitions in community languages, prioritising those most represented in the ICOM 
student cohort; 

• encouragement to use home/personal languages in CAS projects, community-connected 
learning and Extended Essay topics where appropriate; 

• partnership with families, who are encouraged to maintain the home/personal language 
through reading, conversation and cultural practice. 

10. INCLUSION, EQUITY OF ACCESS AND SUPPORT 

ICOM is committed to ensuring that all DP learners — including those learning in a language other 
than their home/personal language, and those with identified learning needs — can access the 
programme on an equitable basis. This is enacted through: 

• a whole-school Access and Inclusion Policy aligned with the IB's policy of the same name; 

• early identification of language-related learning needs through a tiered Response to 
Intervention model, with the classroom teacher, DP Coordinator and Learning Support team 
working together to put in place appropriate accommodations; 

• Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) for students with diagnosed learning needs, reviewed each 
semester; 

• inclusive pedagogies: differentiated instruction, visible thinking routines, scaffolded writing, 
translanguaging where pedagogically appropriate, and the use of bilingual dictionaries in 
class; 

• access arrangements for DP assessments where authorised by the IB (e.g., additional time, 
readers, scribes, use of word processors) in line with the IB's Access and inclusion policy and 
ICOM's Assessment Policy. 

11. SUPPORTING MULTILINGUALISM AND MULTILITERACIES 

The IB requires language policy to ensure support for multilingualism as a foundation for 
multiliteracies. At ICOM this is enacted through: 

• integration of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and visually representing across 
all DP subjects; 

• explicit teaching of digital, media and information literacy (see §14); 

• a Group 1 programme that explores both literary and non-literary texts, equipping students 
to read critically across text types and modes; 
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• a Group 2 programme that builds communicative competence across receptive and 
productive skills and across spoken and written modes; 

• opportunities for students to produce multimodal work across subjects, including in CAS, 
TOK exhibition and subject Internal Assessments. 

12. LANGUAGES OF THE WIDER COMMUNITY 

ICOM respects and promotes the languages of the wider Australian community. Australian English is 
taught as the language of instruction and of the host society. The sociolinguistic variety of Australian 
English — including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander English varieties and the Englishes of 
Australia's diverse migrant communities — is addressed through the English A: Language and 
Literature course, which foregrounds language in context. 

Arabic and community languages are celebrated at whole-school level through Arabic Week, 
Multicultural Day, Haj Week and senior school immersion trips. Students are encouraged to share 
their home/personal languages through presentations at assembly, contributions to the College 
magazine, and community-connected CAS experiences. 

13. PHYSICAL AND VIRTUAL RESOURCES FOR LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 

The following resources are identified to facilitate language development within the DP at ICOM: 

Category Resources at ICOM 

Physical resources • Dedicated library with print collections in English and Arabic 
(fiction, literary non-fiction, and reference). 
• Class sets of DP prescribed literary works for English A: Language 
and Literature. 
• Arabic language readers, authentic Arabic print media, and graded 
texts for Group 2 courses. 
• Bilingual dictionaries and subject-specific glossaries in classrooms. 
• Display of student multilingual work in corridors and classrooms. 

Virtual resources • ManageBac as the DP learning platform, with assignments, unit 
plans and reading lists. 
• IB Programme Resource Centre — prescribed reading lists, text 
types for paper tasks, and teacher support material. 
• SEQTA as the whole-school LMS, linking language learning to 
assessment and reporting. 
• Subscription digital libraries and e-book platforms accessed via 1:1 
laptop/iPad. 
• Curated multilingual media (news, podcasts, film) for authentic 
language exposure. 
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Category Resources at ICOM 

Human resources • Head of English and specialist DP English teachers. 
• Head of Arabic and specialist Arabic Faculty staff (Arabic B and ab 
initio). 
• Learning Support team for differentiated access and Individual 
Learning Plans. 
• IB DP Coordinator and Director of Teaching and Learning oversight. 
• Partnerships with external providers for PD in EAL/D, DP language 
pedagogy and academic literacy. 

Community & cultural 
resources 

• Arabic Week, Multicultural Day and Haj Week celebrations. 
• Senior school immersion trips (e.g. Saudi Arabia, Türkiye, Pakistan) 
supporting cultural-linguistic context. 
• Family and community members invited as guest speakers and 
cultural contributors. 

Acquisition of new print and digital resources is planned annually by the Head of English, Head of 
Arabic and the library team in consultation with the DP Coordinator, with reference to the current IB 
prescribed reading lists and the evolving ICOM student language profile. 

14. DIGITAL AND MEDIA LITERACY 

Contemporary communication requires evolving competence across digital, cultural and multimodal 
platforms. Through the College's 1:1 laptop and iPad programme, DP students receive scaffolded 
instruction in information retrieval, critical evaluation of sources, academic integrity and digital 
citizenship (refer to the ICOM Academic Integrity Policy and AI Use Policy). Digital and media literacy 
are integrated components of every DP subject, supported by dedicated IT staff and embedded within 
the Approaches to Teaching and Learning. 

15. PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS AND CARERS 

Parents and carers are vital partners in their child's language development. ICOM involves families in 
planning their children's language profile and development through: 

• pre-DP information evenings explaining the Group 1 and Group 2 offerings and their 
implications; 

• individual consultations regarding course placement where a student's linguistic background 
warrants it; 

• Parent–Teacher–Student conferences each semester, including discussion of language 
progress; 
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• written progress reports in plain, accessible English, with interpreters available on request 
for family meetings; 

• invitations to contribute to multicultural events, guest-speaker sessions and cultural weeks 
that celebrate community languages. 

16. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

ICOM recognises that DP teachers, administrators and library staff require ongoing professional 
development to implement this policy as a working document. PD in language and literacy is planned 
annually by the Director of Teaching and Learning and the DP Coordinator, and includes: 

• IB category 1, 2 and 3 workshops in Group 1 and Group 2 subjects; 

• whole-school PD on EAL/D pedagogy, academic literacy and High Impact Teaching Strategies 
(HITS); 

• in-house sessions led by the Head of English, Head of Arabic and Learning Support 
Coordinator; 

• coaching and mentoring conversations for new and established DP teachers. 

17. LINKS TO OTHER ICOM POLICIES 

This policy should be read alongside: 

• ICOM IB DP Assessment Policy — including assessment of language and access 
arrangements; 

• ICOM IB DP Academic Integrity Policy — including citation, referencing and language of 
acknowledgement; 

• ICOM Access and Inclusion Policy — including provision for students with additional needs; 

• ICOM Admissions Policy — including language profile capture at enrolment; 

• ICOM AI Use Policy for Students and Teachers — including implications for language 
production and integrity; 

• ICOM Teaching and Learning Policy 2026 — including HITS, literacy expectations and 
moderation. 

18. REVIEW, COMMUNICATION AND EVALUATION 

18.1 Review cycle 
This policy is reviewed on a biennial cycle, and earlier where IB requirements, VRQA obligations or the 
ICOM student language profile change materially. The review is led by the Director of Teaching and 
Learning in consultation with the DP Coordinator, Head of English, Head of Arabic, Learning Support 
Coordinator and a representative sample of DP students and parents. 
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18.2 Evidence of review 
Each review cycle produces: 

• an updated version of this policy with a clear version number and date; 

• an entry in the review log below; 

• a short evaluation note summarising consultation feedback, changes to the school language 
profile, and any actions arising. 

Version Date Changes Authorised by 

1.0 2021 Initial ICOM IB DP Language Policy. DP Coordinator 

2.0 April 2026 Comprehensive update: aligned with current IB 
Language policy guidelines and Programme 
evaluation Culture 4.1–4.4; scoped exclusively to the 
IB DP; terminology updated (home/personal 
language); explicit sections on rights and 
responsibilities, physical/virtual resources, inclusion 
and equity, multilingualism and multiliteracies, 
parent partnership and sociocultural context; linked 
to related ICOM policies. 

Director of 
Teaching and 
Learning 

18.3 Communication 
This policy is communicated to the whole DP community through the ICOM website, the DP Handbook, 
ManageBac and staff induction. It is revisited with DP staff at the start of each academic year and 
during DP team meetings. 
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